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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OEXC, UR, SCUL 

SUBJECT: CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS, PERFORMING ARTS: REVIEW OF DANCE 
REF: MOSCOW 2293 

1 . IN 22 FEB VISIT TO EMBOFF’S HOME, GOSK DEPUTY DIRECTOR J.I. 

YELISEYEV VIEWED USIA ACQUISITION DOCUMENTARY FILM 

'NIK, AN EXPERIENCE IN SIGHT AND SOUND" ABOUT CHOREOGRAPHER 
ALWIN NIKOLAIS. YELISEYEV HAD SEEN NIKOLAIS PERFORMANCE 
IN US LAST YEAR AND ADMITTED THAT HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IT WAS ABOUT. FOLLOWING FILM WHICH EXPLAINS NIKOLAIS’ 

GOALS AND METHODS, YELISEYEV OPINED THAT IT 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO BRING NIKOLAIS’ TROUPE TO USSR. 

HE QUALIFIED THAT AGREEMENT OF DANCE SPECIALIST NEEDED FOR 
FINAL APPROVAL, BUT EXPLAINED THAT IN PAST, MINCULT AND 
GOSK HAVE VIEWED "MODERN DANCE” AND EXPERIMENTAL DANCE AS 
IN COMPETITION WITH TRADITIONAL BALLET. NIK FILM EXPLAINING 
USE OF LIGHT AND INNOVATIVE COSTUMES SHOWS NIKOLAIS AS 
WORKING IN NEW MEDIUM WHICH DOES NOT APPEAR 
COMPETITIVE WITH BALLET. YELISEYEV SUGGESTED TERM 
"THEATER OF DANCE" WHEN DESCRIBING IT TO MIN CULT. 

2. YELISEYEV REGRETS THAT FIRST AVAILABLE DATE FOR 
SOV SPECIALISTS TO VIEW US DANCE GROUPS IS NOW 13 MARCH 
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AND REQUESTED INFORMATION ON PERFORMANCE SCHEDULES FOR 
PERIOD 13 MARCH THROUGH MID- APRIL. EMBOFFS PROTESTED 
THAT YELISEYEV HAD ALREADY AGREED TO EARLY MARCH 
REVIEW, BUT YELISEYEV PLEADED THAT SCHEDULING REALITIES 
MADE THAT IMPOSSIBLE. ADVISE. 

3. COOL AMBIENCE REPORTED REFTEL NOT AT ALL IN EVIDENCE THIS 
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